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From the Editor’s Desk

Over

the years especially at the beginning of the first
decade of this century, there were glamour to take our
National Convention to Akwa Ibom State. It was not for lack
of trying that we didn’t succeed. It never panned out due to
fear about security, lack of infracstructure and the PHD
syndrome at that time.
Prior to the Augustine Usoro’s administration first
convention in 1999 hosted by the Houston chapter, no sitting
governor of then South Eastern State led by the military
governor Udoka Jacob Esuene or Cross River State led by
military governor Paul Omu or Akwa Ibom State led by
military governor Idongesit Nkanga had ever attended our
convention. In short no governor came.
However, governor Paul Omu to his credit sent Mr.
B. E. Bassey in 1977 to the Washington, DC Colloquium as
it was then called. It signaled that government was
congnizant of our existence and willing to listen to what we
had to say and what we were trying to do.
All that changed in 1999 when governor Victor
Attah and his wife came to our convention. His message,
vividly remembered by this editor was, “Come, let us build
together.” Our community was agog with pride and
admiration that our number 1 citizen was finally here to have
a heart to heart talk about us coming home and helping to
build our dear state. A state that is uniquely ours. He was
received favourably. His message came home and every
succeeding governor has been a part of our convention in
person along with members of the political establishment
irrespective of party.affiliation.
At that convention there was optimism following
the signing of Memorandum of Understanding between our
Association, the State government and Mobil Producing
Nigeria which was represented by Mr. Paul Caldwell who
was the head of all Mobil operations in Nigeria.
The time is well over due to take the convention to
our home State and let our people see and participate in the
celebration of our culture brought to them by their brothers,
sisters, sons, daughters and grand children who have made
America their home. They will be pretty surprised how well
we have maintained our culture so far away from home.
Let’s do this doable task.
But before we pack our bags and prepare to take off,
we have to do a few things. First: decide if we should take
the convention home by presenting a proposal for approval to
the convention. Second: put the convention in say year 2020.
Third: set up a planning committee. The committee then
takes over the planning as normally the case, making timely
reports to the national convention. Quick and easy stuff.
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Let’s take our convention to Akwa Ibom
The importance of setting the date to the future is to
defeat the PHD (push him down) politics that seemed to
accompany our earlier efforts regarding this project. The
presidents in whose administration the efforts were
undertaken wanted to be the one to take the convention to
Akwa Ibom. I should know because the architects both
pro and con confided on those who had any influence to
dispense for their cause and against their opponents.
There were people who did not want the sitting
president at the time to go home and bask in the glory of
home exposure which could potentially lead to political
fame and fortune. Well, no surprise there because, where
two or three people gather there must be politics.
So if we have a convention set for Uyo in 2020
we won’t know who the national president would be four
years hence and at least we will be two administrations
removed from when the initial decision was made making
the PHD syndrome a mote issue. With the politics out of
the way we can settle down to plan for a successful
convention in Uyo.
It would be political malpractice if we take the
convention home without executing a project. We have
executed state wide multi-year, multi president scholarship
programs starting with Christopher Oyobio’s administration.
We executed part of the School of Excellence project during
Monday Affiah’s administration whose administration,
handed over more than one hundred thousand dollars in cash
in the treasury. They also donated three soccer cups to the
state government during Akpabio’s administration for soccer
tournament in our state. Our convention approved the design
for the community center project in Uyo while the state
government was supposed to allocate land for the project.
Non of these have been taken up by succeeding
administrations. We can start with what we already have,
having discussed them in detail in the past. It should be an
easy and a highly doable task. As the saying goes, a journey
of a million miles begins with the first step. Let’s try and
take that first step.

Thank you and enjoy your convention stay here in
Philadelphia and have a safe trip back home. God Bless
Sebastian C. Ikpe
Editor-in-Chief,
Mbuk Akwa Ibom
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An Address presented by His Excellency, Mr. Udom Emmanuel, Executive Governor of
Akwa Ibom state, At AKISAN National Convention on August 1, 2015.
(As transcribed from convention video by the editor)

If you're awake can I hear your voice? Akwa Ibom Isongo! Right now
I will go ahead to just give you remarks on this year's AKISAN
Convention holding right now in the state of PA, Philadelphia. My
dear wife, the mother of the state, Mrs. Matha Udom Emmanuel.
The Rt Hon. Speaker of the Akwa Ibom State House of Assembly
ably represented by the chief whip Hon Emmanuel Ekpenyong.
The former governor of our great state, the former indigenous
governor, another great performer. He left some legacies in the
state till tomorrow. If you enter the state, everywhere you'll see
Otuekong Idongesit Nkanga, everywhere. And by divine design this
man is, I use the word "is", because it's continuing, the director
general of Divine Mandate 2015. Help me welcome His Excellency
Otuekong ldongesit Nkanga.

His Excellency Governor Udom Emmanuel

distinguished Senator Effiong
Bob who also came with
distinguished Senator Nelson
Effiong, distinguished Senator
Bassey Albert They all came with
us. Another distinguished
Senators who could not come
but actually sent in their regrets.
Honorable members of Akwa
Ibom State House of Assembly
and their spouses here present.
The SSG, the Secretary to the
Akwa Ibom State Government,
Sir
Etekamba
Umoren.
Honorable Commissioners here
present.
The President of AKISAN and his
dear wife, the chairman of
today's occasion, when he was
speaking I said, "Oh my God I
have a pastor who's the
chairman.” The Holy Spirit is
leading through this donation

The distinguished Senators of the Federal Republic of Nigeria here
present. I can see a whole lot of them up there, distinguished
Senator Anietie Okon, distinguished Senator Ibok Essien,

and I could see that, you know going through,
how much we realized." The permanent
Secretaries, heads of Ministerial and Agencies,
my own political elders that we all came with I
took time to mention a whole lot of them in the
afternoon. Chairmen of Local Government
Transition Committees, there are some chief
executives or private sector leaders in Akwa
Ibom who are here present this night.
The Royal fathers, I could see a man who is also
wearing double cap, is the village head of the
governor's village and at the same time a
member of AKISAN. He is administering his
village administration from US, very special way
and very uncommon village head. Leadership of
the socio cultural groups and socio political
groups here present, let I mentioned all of them
in the afternoon.
My dear women that came with me a whole lot of
them came with me led by the commissioner for
women affairs a whole lot of them came with me,
my dear youth, children of Akwa Ibom State, Dr.
Yomi a friend of Akwa Ibom. This afternoon I
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purposely refused to talk about
the hospital because I wanted
him to do justice to it.
There's nothing as good as
allowing a specialist, you know
if you drop a fish inside the
ocean you don't tell the fish
how to swim. If you drop a bird
on top of a tree, you don't tell a
bird how to fly. So I couldn't
speak better that's why I left
aspect of medical care for him
to actually explain. And the
focus is simple; we want to just
reverse the trend of medical
tourism. Nigeria as a whole has
contributed a whole lot to
Indian government but I think
this is the time for us to also
look inwards and destination is
changing from India to Akwa
Ibom State and that's the focus.
So I really wanted him to talk a
whole lot on that.
Gentlemen of the Press, great
lovely children of Akwa Ibom
State I'd like to say good morning
to you all. I thank you once more
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for this great honor of addressing this
occasion the convention of Akwa Ibom State
Association of Nigeria United States. I am
happy that the core philosophy of this our
association is to foster unity amongst our
brothers and sisters and work for the
betterment of our beloved fatherland.
AKISAN remains the glory of the land of our
birth, especially the United States chapter.
You have sustained the tempo of our
integrity and become a shining example of
a virtuous organization over these years.
You have kept the team and flame of the
torch of the dreams of our founding fathers
aglow. You have brought out the true Akwa
Ibom spirit of excellence, honesty and
distinction, we are proud of you.
Two years ago in Washington, DC I came as
a freshly sworn-in Secretary to the State
Government and you received me with
open arms and deep sense of congeniality
and brotherliness. Last year, in Scottsdale,
Arizona, I came back still as Secretary to the
State Government but with the mind made
up to answer the clarion call that Akwa
Ibom people to offer myself of higher
responsibility. In October this year, I mean
last year (2014) I answered that call loudly
and subsequently threw my hat into the
gubernatorial ring as candidate for governor
of Akwa thorn State under the platform of
PDP. I chose PDP because if you listened this
night when the president was speaking he
was referring to AKISAN as the umbrella
organization. So when I needed an umbrella
platform, the only party that could give me
that platform was PDP and it's still PDP till
today.
So after seven months of selling our
programs to our people, of persuading our
people to buy into our platform, after a
bruising primaries where we crisscrossed the
land and crannies of the state selling our
gospel of industrialization, wealth creation,
and of sustaining superior performance, the
good people of Akwa lbom State rewarded
me first as their candidate to that office of
governor under the protective shield of that
PDP umbrella. And, finally, on April 11, 2015
as duly elected governor of Akwa lbom
State.
I want to thank you for all your prayers, the
faith and the belief in our cause that most of
you have shown and expressed in various

forms and platforms. Quite a number of
you travelled to Nigeria to participate in
the exercise. I have seen a lot of faces
here that I used to see in those days of
our campaign. And to show totally, the
fidelity to this our cause, I remain
eternally indebted to those that
supported us even those that did not
support us. Because even Jesus Christ did
not gain 100% support but that did not
stop him from doing what God wanted
him to do.
I know there are some among you here
who would say that's the nature but let us
eschew what I call a Zero game sum
approach. I want to say this night that
the battle has been fought and won and
now the real job of governance has
started which was why I made some
remarks at the Town Hall meeting this
afternoon. I am not standing here any
longer just as a PDP governor of Akwa
Ibom State but as a governor of all Akwa
Ibomites back home and in Diaspora.
Irrespective of political affiliations this has
been the message we have been
preaching since May 29, 2015 when I was
sworn in.
We have been preaching this message of
togetherness to eschew those divisive
tendencies that we have in the past that
have centuries defined us as the late
professor Emmanuel Ayandele had once
said, that Akwa Ibom people, I don't
know how I feel whenever I read this, and
I want to quote him. He said, "An
atomistic society perpetually at war with
itself." What a description. For so long we
have allowed the negative impulses of
that parochialism of ethnic bigotry to
draw lines of divisions where a clear line
of togetherness should be written in bold
letters. Where a clear line, for so long, we
have allowed mutual distrust to shape
our thoughts and the layers of
relationship among our brothers and
sisters. The time has come for us all to
coalesce and check our little fears and
distrust for one another and unfold an
umbrella of love, of unity and of good
neighborliness. This new block of
engagement should be across the board
whether you are in US, whether you are
in Akwa Ibom. It should permeate our
politics, social interaction and help
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engender a new form of narrative.
A narrative of a bold, proud,
purpose driven people of Akwa
lbom State coming together in a
critical mass approach to build a
viral prosperous State where
opportunity abound, where people
are aspirational. Where the can-do
spirit brims into our veins and
blood and where we hold our hand
aloft, strong, viral, and ready to
help the next person cross the
hurdle or jump the loops to the
corner of fulfillment. As opposed to
applying Zero game sum approach
I can only succeed at your own
detriment. We must bury once and
for all, all these debilitating
mindset. I said this also in the
afternoon. We should not allow
politics to tear us apart as a state,
we should not allow philosophical
differences in politics define the
other as a mortal enemy which
must be slandered, blackmailed,
besmirched
and
where
commending your brother or sister
for a job well done is seen as a sign
of weakness. No.
I listened carefully when our
president met with president
Obama about two weeks ago. He
said democracy today in Nigeria
that a whole lot will go to the
immediate
past
president,
Goodluck Ebele Jonathan, if not for
any other thing but that spirit of
sportsmanship. And we expected
that to actually cut across the
whole other states in the country
but as I said earlier Akwa Ibom is
not like that. Certainly there are a
whole lot of issues. That's why, also
as I am standing here, how I wish in
the afternoon we were talking
about, you know, governance and
the rest of those things. If we have
time this night probably we could
have talked about politics but I
don't want to drag you into it.
But be rest assured, that
whatsoever you read from the
internet we had a very sound
successful, peaceful election in
Akwa Ibom State. Don't allow
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anybody to deceive you. We had a very
good election. What is lacking in a black man
is that spirit of sportsmanship. We never
believe we can actually lose today and come
up again, that is something that we need to
actually improve in our own system. And, be
rest assured, PDP is like religion in Akwa
lbom. Even a little child, if he wakes up in the
morning he might mistaken good morning
daddy to "PDP daddy" because PDP is
entrenched in his blood. So now wonder
how any other party can now overnight
within two weeks, upturn something that is
in the fabric of our own people. It doesn't
work that way.
Politics is a grassroots game and we need to
see it as a game. Politics should not be seen
as blood sport, no not at all. I know in any
form of delivery, I have a lot of Medical
Doctors here, when there's going to be
delivery, some things are allowed sir, true or
false? When there's delivery women will tell
you some things come with delivery. There
could be one of two things. It could be tear,
it could be pains, so many things come with
delivery. But what matters most, doctors
will tell you, is the life of the mother and the
baby. Once the mother and the baby are
safe they could be repairs. That's why I am
standing today to call on everybody where
there was some tear here and there, the
mother and baby are alive, Akwa Ibom is
alive, the governor is alive. We are on repairs
so come let us join hands to build a new
Akwa lbom.
Here in America, spouses, siblings share
different political affiliations and yet they
don't regard each other as enemies. That
must be destroyed. James Carville, the man
famed for helping couched the message
that elected Bill Clinton in 1992 is married to
one of the die-in the wool conservative, a
Republican hawk, Mary Matalin. They have
both appeared on several public affairs
programs across the world each touting the
other party's bona fides. Yet at the end of
the day they return home as husband and
wife burying their ideological differences
and instead celebrating the noble idea of
public service. This is what I expect in my
own country. President Ronald Reagan and
Speaker O'Neal were two larger than life
ideological sparing partners. On a typical
day they fought for what they believed and
the righteousness of their positions. They

screamed at each other but later that
evening the two big Irish Americans will
sit together and share glasses of beer.
and back slapped one another. To them
politics was a noble game of persuading
the people and whoever had a larger
megaphone won the day. We should
engender this level of engagement in our
dear state. I implore to be the vanguard
of news new narrative. So as I come here
today to celebrate with you, I hold in my
right hand an imaginary flag of pride of
our people. I raise it above my head like a
banner of excellence and unity. It is a
banner without stain. Keep it flying, you
are our worthy ambassadors.
Two months ago I took the oath of office
as the duly elected governor of our
beloved state. Two months might be too
short to give account of our stewardship.
But I am happy to announce to this
hallowed assembly that in two months
we are laying the foundation of our
generational prosperity for our people.
This is in-line with the thrust of our
campaign which is centered on
industrialization and wealth creation.
What have we done so far? I tried to
enumerate this in the afternoon; I might
not bore you in going through them
again. But if you were not here in the
afternoon, sorry I might not go through
that again. But the message is, "Come,
let us build together." My dear brothers
and sisters, determined as we are, we
cannot build this bright future alone.
Come, let us build together. The
Diaspora has an important role to play,
do not stand and stare, come for the
work is enormous but the harvest shall
be plenty in due course. Come, and add
an enduring flesh to our framework of
modern Akwa lbom State where
industrialization shall precede and give
rise to our greatness.
Diasporas are defining phenomenon in the
globalized world today. The Indian and
Chinese Diasporas achieve a lot for their
home countries, you too can. I believe so.
The Chinese Diaspora is economically
vibrant and is one of the leading investors
in China. Besides, they also play a great
role in promoting the Chinese economic
interest. China has experienced one of the
most remarkable investment booms over
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the last three decades and has
become a model for many
emerging countries. Foreign direct
investment increased from US$600
million in 1993 to US$40 Billion in
year 2000 and US$117.6 billion in
2013. Chinese Diaspora is leading
investor. Seventy percent of China's
direct investment has been
provided by Diaspora members
alone. Similarly, the outward
investment by China was
tremendously facilitated by their
Diaspora. However, how about
India? The overall foreign direct
investment to India is about
US$24.29 billion in 2013 and 2014
as against US$22.42 billion in 2012,
2013.
Why am I spending time to say
this? It’s because numerous
countries rely on a great extent on
their Diaspora for investment. That
is why I am coming and I am
appealing not only in remittances
but also as a FDI source. This trend
is followed by both emerging and
developed countries so it’s not only
developing countries. It saved
stricken Europe like Ireland, Spain
among others during the financial
meltdown. I don’t want to go
through that. We all knew the story
of the Lehman Brothers and the
contagion effect of that all over the
world. Ireland, for example, targets
both Diaspora owned businesses
and
companies
employing
influential fellows in the Diaspora
acting as connectors. When Ireland
was struggling in 2009, you know
after 2007. 2008 debacle, it
convened a conference aimed at
convincing the well to do Irish
Diaspora to help this their country
get back on its feet. The process is
commonly referred to as “Diaspora
Direct Investment.” And has
become a new source of seeking
capital which is also what I am
asking of my fellow countrymen as
well.
This policy has equally been
successfully implemented by
several countries. It shows you
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have the economic power in your patriotic hand
which is also why I love, how do you call it, was it
CURE help or whatsoever? Project CURE. We
welcome such projects. India in the other hand had
received about US$70 billion. I think they received
about US$70 billion a year from its Diaspora as
well, India alone. The money flows steadily even
through recessions. That is why in Nigeria today
when you see a lot of Indians and Pakistanis, do
you know during the financial meltdown the least
affected of such developing nations was Pakistan?
Because they always, you know, repatriate
whatsoever they make. They come to Nigeria and
make a whole lot of money; they don’t leave that
money in Nigeria. They repatriate, so they have
taken it back for a lot of investment. I know that
some countries like Israel, which claim all Jews as
those in Diaspora, sell infrastructure bond overseas
hoping expats will invest in the home country. They
also count on business trips that could help create
more jobs at home. That’s why we see today, we
see Diasporas as an important agent of economic
and social development of our State.
On our part as a government, we are willing and
ready to engage you effectively. So, together, let us
make good use of the enabling environment in our
country and State of origin as well as this
comfortable destination that is brimming with
opportunities. Let us maximize the benefits for our
migration. Let us make this strategic partnership for
our economic development to blossom.
It was the late Dele Giwa when he was still in
America when his name sake, Patrick Dele Cole,
approached him to come and work for the
Concord Press in Nigeria. He told him without
hesitation, he said America is good but I feel a
strong pull from home. Do not resist this patriotic
pull to use your stay and contacts in America for
the upliftment of your motherland. It is a pull for
your connections and resources that we are
actually asking for. It is my hope and faith that this
Convention will help strengthen collaboration,
improve cross-fertilization of ideas and practices
and help foster spirit that bonds us, our common
goals and our commonwealth. And the seeds that
we have indeed planted in this fertile American soil
will bear fruits in Africa and the world shall pick
them from Akwa Ibom State and Nigeria.

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOCEMENT
His Excellency, the Executive Governor of Akwa Ibom State, has graciously
approved the sales of the buildings in the State Mass Housing Estates in Idu, Uruan
and Ikot Ekpene Local Government Areas by Ministry of Housing and Urban
Renewal.
We wish to inform the general public that those who are interested in owning
houses in the State Government owned Residential Estates now have the
opportunity of doing so.
The buildings are three (3)-bedroom detached bungalows all en suite on a plot size
of 550sqm situated on well-laid out Estates. The Estates have provision for
development of amenities like School, Police Station, Fire Service Station,
Shopping centers, play ground and green areas.
Interested persons/organizations should pay non-refundable application fee of
N20,000.00 for individuals and N30,000.00 for corporate bodies at Account Unit,
Ministry of Housing and Urban Renewal, Block 4, Idongesit Nkanga Secretariat,
Uyo for collection of Application Form.
Please note that forms earlier purchased from Akwa Ibom Property and Investments
Company Limited (APICO remains valid.
For further enquires call
Glory Ukutt +234 (0)8028284159
Aniefiok Okon + 234 (0)8036750522
Ekere Usoro +234 (0)8076651444
N/B: Please note that payment for the Application Form is no guarantee for
allocation, as the allocation would be made based on meeting the terms and
conditions of sales.
The sales of application form will last for 30 days from the date of this publication.

Date of Publication: 20/6/2016
Signed: Dr. Valerie Obot, Permanent Secretary
Ministry of Housing and Urban Renewal, Uyo.
Information taken from the official website of Akwa Ibom State government.

God be with us. Thank you and God bless you all.
Thank you for a successful convention this year.
God bless you all.
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FAMILY TRIBUTE TO LATE AKISAN FIRST LADY DR. CAROLINE ETIM
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Congratulations to Eti-ini
Enyong! Class of 2005 MHS
Hall of Fame for Visual and
Performing Arts.

1

Eti-ini Enyong ’05 was a member of
the Varsity Choir and New Horizons
and a Soloist at several Milton
Hershey School events. He was
selected for the Lebanon Valley
Chamber of Commerce Excellence in
Education Award, which recognizes
the top 5 percent of graduating seniors
in the region. Enyong now lives in
Chelsea, Massachusetts.

Engr. Sebastian C. Ikpe, Your humble editor.

Letter of Recognition:
Caroline Thompson
I write to acknowledge one of our
members, Ms. Caroline Thompson. She
is an educator/Counselor by profession.
But her passion is in inspiring all to find
joy, inspiration and be empowered in
their daily lives. As an inspirational,
spiritual and motivational writer, Love is
her theme and always the key and
signature. Today, we see evidence of
her hard work. Her success,
achievements, and patriotism, have
attracted the attention of President
Barack Obama who sent her an
inspirational letter in recognition of her
works and achievements.
We, the people of Akwa Ibom
State, and other well-wishers, at home
and abroad have joined President Obama
to celebrate her great achievements. As
AKISAN Houston Chapter President, on
behalf of our chapter I hereby
congratulate Ms. Caroline Thompson for
her excellent work and recommend her
for a national recognition.
Please let us encourage her by
patronizing her works. See attached
letter from President Obama, Caroline
picture as well for your publication in
Mbuk Akwa Ibom! Thanks for your
usual cooperation.
Prince Andy Akpan, President

Mr. Emmanuel Akpan, President of
AKISAN Philadelphia chapter.
congratulates his executive officers,
all members, the National President
and supporters on a very successful
2015 and 2016 National
Conventions.

Mbuk Akwa Ibom - August 2015 to August 2016

Page 10

From The Office of AKISAN National Youth President
By Ubong S. Ikpe, National Youth President

Akwa Ibom, Isongo!
I would first like to thank the Almighty God on a successful Convention both last
and this year and for getting you all here to Philadelphia and back safely to your
homes and without any known issues. I appreciate you all for taking time out of
your busy lives and schedules to come to Philadelphia for this year’s 29th AKISAN
Convention. I can honestly say, it is going to be a blast because Philly knows how
to put on a show. I hope you all will enjoy every moment and savor the memories
of your convention experience here. I intend to have as much fun as I did last year
while serving you. I met so many people last year. It was great seeing my friends
and family and expects to see even more this year. I cannot wait to see you all
again next year. I am already looking ahead.
The youth, as we have seen time and again, are the lifeblood to any successful
movement and so is the case in our organization. We are a group founded to
promote cultural awareness and advancement of Akwa Ibom Youth and Youth
Adult living in the USA and Akwa Ibom State. We are proud of our rich culture,
heritage and will continue to interact with the children and youth of the state as part
of our commitment to community service and outreach.
I am humbled by all your support and confidence in electing me your National
Youth President and I promise to do my very best at leading our youth division
forward while serving the needs of the youth of Akwa Ibom State in the American
Diaspora. To be in a position that will change the trajectory of the youth department
is a sizable responsibility that comes with its share of challenges. I am ready for the
task and I see great things along the horizon and I ask that you share in on all the
exciting work that we are doing here in AKISAN Youth USA.
On July 23, 2016 we successfully adopted a section of Interstate 95 in the State of Delaware
in remembrance and kind memories of our dearly departed AKISAN 1 st lady Dr. Caroline
Etim.
Sosongo eti eti!
Our Mission
To promote cultural awareness and advancement of Akwa Ibom
Youth and Young Adults in the USA and Akwa Ibom State
Who Is AKISAN USA's Youth?
Akwa Ibomites 35 and younger
Active members of local chapters
Future AKISAN Leaders

L-R: Israel Utit,former Chief Security Officer to ex-governor Victor
Attah; Ubong Ikpe, AKISAN Youth president; Bishop Andrew
Unwanta president of Akwa Ibom Consolidation Alliance (ACA);
and Dr. Valentine Attah former permanent secretary.
Photo by Sebastian C. Ikpe
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Our Goals (we hope you can support us with your prayers and kind
donations)
Encourage youth participation in local AKISAN chapters
Maintaining consistent contact with members
Social Networking (Face book, Twitter, etc.)
Website Launch
Raising money for a trip to Nigeria for community service
Donating books and clothes to charities/orphanages
Donating supplies to a hospital(s)
Develop incentives to keep youth active in their chapter
Establish successful fundraising efforts
HIV/AIDS/Malaria - health related projects
Establish career network

Establish mentorship program
Establish a scholarship fund
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THE CITY OF UYO

The City of Uyo, located in the
south-eastern part of Nigeria,
surrounded by other oil rich citiesPort-Harcourt to its west and
Calabar to its east- and proudly
serves as the capital of Akwa-Ibom
state. Embedded in a state that
produces about 10% of the Nigerian
crude, adorned by an arable land
and home to over 554,906 people
living in an area estimated to be
about 44 square miles with an
average temperature of 30*C, it is
impossible for Uyo not to sit in the
league of extra-ordinary gentlemen
. With an architecture that wears a
semblance of modern and ancient
times, the city of Uyo is the best
time travel machine ever built by
man. One minute it takes you to the
past and when you just do as much
as bat an eye lid, it magically
returns you to the present, leaving
you in a phantasmagorical trance
and unwittingly trying to steal your
sanity in a pleasant way. Blessed
with a good percentage of fun
loving Nigerians whose population
of males and females are in the ratio
30:70, it’s no surprise that every day
in Uyo is just like Christmas. The
average citizen of the city is humble
and hospitable but would most
certainly give you a run for your
money when you try to abuse the
heartwarming
privileges
they
ensconce you with.
As a tourist you might want to be
very
selective
with
your
accommodation and feeding so I
would recommend the Le Meridian
Hotel–A world class hotel but when
it comes to food I suggest you hit
the streets and forget about dining in
your ‘’Porsche’’ hotel and this is not
because the hotels are not capable of

serving good meals but because
food in Uyo is largely enjoyed when
prepared the traditional way. You
can be your own best friend by
getting a taste of foods such as
Ekpan Kwu Ko( A meal of
Cocoyam already beaten to thick
liquid form and garnished with
periwinkles, fish, ugwu leaves and
some fine condiments),Goat meat
pepper soup, Garri or Fufu with
Afang soup ,Editan soup, White
soup or Edikan Ikong soup.There
are also other very nice hotels such
as: Hotel Milano, Eemjim Hotel and
Suites, Monty Suites Hotel, Helnoe
Suites, Uranus Hotel and suites etc,
where you can sit back, relax and
kiss your shoes goodbye for the
night.
Safety, most times, is an issue on
the front burner for everyone so it
might interest you to know that in
Uyo Safety is guaranteed as long as
you don’t hang a placard around
your neck that says: ‘’Hey! I am
worth 20 million Naira’’ and
moving around is as easy as
imagining you own the city of Paris;
with an excellent road network and
a good array of public and private
transportation facilities, all you need
do is to know the proximity of
major ways such as; Wellington
Bassey road, Abak road, IBB road,
etc to your hotel or temporary
domicile and use them as
landmarks. Anyways, why would
you want to move around in the first
place? Oh, I get it! -You hate
boredom. In Uyo there are so many
places you can get outstanding fun,
in fact, it all depends on the kind of
fun you seek. For movies you can
always visit the silverbird Cinema
and for all kinds of fun-yes believe

Mbuk Akwa Ibom - August 2015 to August 2016

me when I say all kinds of fun-you can visit
the Uyo Club plaza or the Karaoke centre
club house. For fun picnics with family there
are so many quiet parks around the city
where you can have nice times with your
family and even have the paparazzi lionize
you. For tourist attractions, the Akwa-Ibom
state museum headquarters also known as
Ibibio museum and park will give you a
detailed history of the Akwa-Ibom people
and if you like golf, wild life and swimming
you can visit the Ibom golf resort.
If you’re a born tourist there’s a probability
that you might feel like doing a little
shopping so feel free to shop till you drop
because in every nook and cranny of the city
are different kinds of shopping malls; there
is the shopwise mall ,the shop and save mall
and several boutiques everywhere you turn.
Lastly, if you feel the urge for some quiet
time, you might want to serenade yourself
with some cool music, all you need to do is
tune your radio to Planet radio 101.1Fm,
Atlantic radio, or Uniuyo radio 100.70Fm.
In all truthfulness, the City of Uyo is worth
visiting.

OUR HOPE IS TO
SEE YOU IN UYO IN
2020 FOR A GRAND
AKISAN CONVENTION
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Report of Medical Mission Trip to Akwa Ibom State
By Asuquo N. Inyang, MD; Team Leader AKISAN Medical Mission 2016

Preamble
The AKISAN sponsored medical mission to Akwa
Ibom State initiative was conceived after the
AKISAN headquarters was moved to the
Philadelphia chapter in 2014 with the election of
Mr. John Etim as the president of the association
and my appointment as the co-chair of the health
care committee. The plan called for AKISAN
members to volunteer for a medical mission to be
sited in the 3 senatorial districts of the state.
Members were free to volunteer at any site of their
choice. This was the association’s way to give
back to our communities at home by utilizing the
skills and compassion of our members to offer
desperately needed free medical and surgical life
changing care for free to the indigent people of our
state. Medical professionals were needed, but nonmedical volunteers were also welcome. Starting in
August 2015, we held teleconferences to plan for
the mission that took place from Monday March
14th to Friday March 18th, 2016 and the medical
mission was a spectacular success.
Volunteers
I called on my family members, my friends,
colleagues, and Akwa Ibomites to volunteer for
the mission. My friend, colleague, classmate and
first lady of AKISAN, USA, Inc. the late Dr.
Caroline Etim was the first to volunteer.
Unfortunately, on the night of October 14, 2015
she was viciously murdered in her house during a
violent home invasion in Delaware, USA, before
she could participate in the mission, by one of her
previous psychiatry patients. May her gentle soul
rest in peace.

Ebola

AKS 2016 Medical Mission - List of AKISAN Volunteers
Grace Ekpenyong
IK
Nursing/ PACU
Udeme Isang
IK
Nursing/Critical Care/ PACU
Tiemah Akpabio
IK
Medicine/Endocrinology
Joy Etukudo
IK
Pharmacy
Udeme Inyang
IK
Anesthesia
Austin Inyang
IK
Pharm/Admin
Emem Inyang
IK
Student/ OR instrument tech
Asuquo Inyang
IK
Surgery
Ntiense Inyang
IK
Student/ OR Scheduling
Ekaete Inyang Inyang
IK
Tech support/ Logistics
Aniefiok Inyang
IK
Logistics
Michael Ekaette
IK
Logisitics
Imaikop Mmah
IK
Admin/ Logistics
Atim Eshiet
IK
Anesthesia
Bassey Ugot
IK
Surgery
Ubokobong Eshiet
IK
Surgery
Offiong Adagboyi
IK
Admin/ Pharmacy
Sarah Rohrbaugh
IK
Anesthesia
Valentyna Groelle
IK
Anesthesia
Denise Kenna
IK
Plastic Surgery
Itanwan James
IK
Nursing
Iby Ikotidem
IK
Admin / Logisitcs
Ime Nkanta
IK
Logisitcs
Ene Etuk
IK
Peds/ GYN-RN
Mere Davis-West
IK
Nursing/ PACU
Anthony Udo-Inyang
IKAB GYN
Regina Udo-Inyang
IKAB Pharmacy
Ubong Udo-Inyang
IKAB Student
Phillip Udo-Inyang
IKAB Admin/Logistics
Angie Udo-Inyang
IKAB Admin/Logistics
Martha Udo-Inyang
IKAB Nursing
Samantha Nkanta
IKAB Miss Akwa Ibom
Idongesit Ebeute
IKAB Nursing
Margaret Itauma
IKAB Critical Care Nursing
Alice Ebong
Uyo
Amin/ Logistics
Emmanuel Udoeyop
Uyo
GYN
Rita Bassey
Uyo
Admin/ Logistics
John James Etim
Uyo
Admin
Emmanuel Ekop
Uyo
Logistics/ Admin
Afi Isuk
Uyo
Ini Ekpenyong
Uyo
Edem Ntuk
Uyo
IT

continued from page 8

Mbuk Akwa Ibom - August 2015 to August 2016

Page 13

There were many other significant non-AKISAN
volunteers who performed crucial roles during the
mission; I will like to mention the following names:
Dr. Allyson Brown MD who came from Valley Forge
Pennsylvania where the AKISAN convention was held
last year and will repeat this year, and Dr. Anthony UdoInyang MD from Detroit Michigan, both of whom came
under the auspices of our local partner, Pro-Health
International.
Ground Work and Local Partner
Since AKISAN is based in the USA, our members are
domicile here in the USA, I needed someone, or an
entity with a footprint at home in Akwa Ibom State, to
assist us with negotiating and reserving the mission sites,
arranging hotel accommodation, procuring some of the
medication and supplies for the mission, as well as raise
a local volunteer team to augment and complement the
AKISAN volunteer team from the USA. I contacted my
friend Dr. Ikoedem Ibanga, the CEO and Chief
Executive of Pro-Health International, whom I have
worked successfully with on previous missions to be our
local partner, and to carry out the ground work on our
behalf.
Travel Plans
People were advised to make their way individually to
their different site accommodation. I travelled with some
of my team members from JFK Airport in New York
City, and we arrived Ibom International Airport in Uyo
on Sunday March 13th, 2016, where we gathered along
with others who had arrived ahead of us, including the
President of AKISAN, Mr. John Etim for a group
photograph. From there, team members dispersed to their
different work sites.
Mission Sites and Site Leadership
There were 3 mission sites and each site had a site team
Leader.
Eket Senatorial District:
Ikot Abasi Urban Hospital was the site for the Eket
senatorial district medical mission. The team leader was
Dr. Anthony Udo-Inyang MD. Dr. Anthony Udo-Inyang
came from Detroit Michigan for the mission. The
accommodation for the Ikot Abasi team was at the
ASCON facility In Ikot Abasi.
Uyo Senatorial District:
Imaobong Outreach Center was the site for the Uyo
senatorial district medical mission. The team leader was
Dr. Emmanuel Udoeyop MD. Dr. Emmanuel Udoeyop
came from Toronto, Canada. The accommodation for the
Uyo team was at Grace Hotel in Eket.

Mbuk Akwa Ibom - August 2015 to August 2016

Ikot Ekpene Senatorial District:
General Hospital Ikot Ekpene was the site for the Ikot Ekpene
senatorial district medical mission. The team leader was me, Dr.
Asuquo Inyang. I am domicile in York, Pennsylvania. The Ikot
Ekpene team accommodation was at Macair Hotel, Ikot Ekpene.
The consulting area in Ikot Ekpene was removed from the
hospital, patients had to be brought to the hospital by bus,
communication between the two centers were suboptimal, and
that diminished the efficiency of the IK group.
Every mission site had tents erected outside to hold patients for
triage and consultation. Surgical patients were sent to surgical
review, lab tests, scheduling and surgery. Medical patients were
sent to the different medical specialties. The patients were seen
and examined by medical personnel, they were prescribed
medication, medication for the ailments were dispensed to the
patients from the site pharmacies all free of charge.
PROJECT STATISTICS FOR AKWA IBOM 3 SITE
MISSION
MARCH 9-13, 2016.
S/
N
1.

UNITS

IKOT EKEPENE

CONSULTING

IKOT
ABASI
1, 067

2.

PHARMACY

902

996

3.

EYE CARE

4.

LABORATORY

5.

DENTAL

403 patients/
270 glasses
436 patients/
1, 336 tests
52 patients

585 patients/
365 glasses
500 patients/
1, 200 tests
60 patients

6.

SURGERY

58

52

1, 100

Total Number of Patients Seen

(3 sites) = 5,635

Total Number of Glasses Given

(3 sites) =1,085

Total Number of Laboratory Tests Done

(3 Sites) =4,386

Total Number of Surgeries Done

(3 sites) =166

Follow-up
Since every surgical procedure carries the potential risk of
complications, I stayed back in Akwa Ibom State after the
mission to monitor any patient that required after care, in
conjunction with Pro-Health International. The First Lady’s
office, through FEHREP graciously agreed to pay for the care of
patients who needed further treatment after the mission.
Akwa Ibom State’s First Lady’s Visit
The First Lady of Akwa Ibom State, Her Excellency, Mrs.
Martha Udom Emmanuel visited all mission sites. She also
visited the operating room in Ikot Ekpene to see the free surgical
care in progress in person. She was visibly moved by what she
saw, and pleased by the activities she witnessed.
Banquet and send off
The first lady was so impressed by what she saw, that she
organized a banquet for us, and all the AKISAN volunteers were
recognized at the banquet. The following day, the Page
team14
dispersed. This was the end of the very successfully AKISAN
Medical Mission to Akwa Ibom State, 2016.

Banquet and send off
The first lady was so impressed by what she saw, that she
organized a banquet for us, and all the AKISAN
volunteers were recognized at the banquet. The following
day, the team dispersed. This was the end of the very
successfully AKISAN Medical Mission to Akwa Ibom
State, 2016.
Lesson Learnt
The AKISAN mission was successful because of the unwavering support of the AKISAN board, executive and
volunteers.
The support of our local partners Pro-Health International,
allowed for a near flawless mission.
The support of the First Lady made it possible to utilize
some of the facilities, like the air conditioner and
generator at Ikot Ekpene and Ikot Abasi that were donated
by the First Lady. She also provided accommodation for
the IK team.
Splitting the site in IK to two centers hampered
coordination and reduced productivity.
The doctors in IK scheduled their patients in the OR we
were supposed to use for the mission, they also used some
of our materials and supplies in the OR for their patients,
thereby also reducing the number of patients we could
provide free service to.
Having a 3 site mission allowed the whole state to be
covered, but it took a lot of energy to coordinate and move
supplies between all 3 sites.
Mission hospitals appeared to be more efficient than the
government hospital.
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EMEM UDOH ETUKINOH for Miss. Akwa Ibom
Age: 23
Atlanta Chapter

My name is Emem Udoh Etukinoh. I am from Akwa
Ibom State by way of my father Udoh Etukinoh, from
Onna local government and my mother Victoria Etukinoh,
from Eket local government, Akwa Ibom State. I am
honored to represent the Atlanta Chapter at the 2016 Miss
Akwa Ibom national USA pageant.
I am 23 years old and recently graduated from the
University of Georgia this past May. I earned a Bachelor’s
of Science degree in Psychology with a minor in Public
health/Pre-medicine.
My hobbies include volunteering at various hospitals and
clinics, listening to music, traveling and being optimistic
about life! I aspire to be a pediatrician and I currently
work as a medical assistant.
I am passionate about making children happier and
healthier, and advocating for children with disabilities. I
am optimistic about my future career in medicine and
with this great opportunity; I know I will make a
difference.
Emem Etukinoh
Psychology, Pre-medicine
Public Health minor
Franklin College of Arts and Sciences
University of Georgia '16

Akwa Ibom Isongo-o! Akwa Ibom Isongo-o! Iban Ino Uyio-o!

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Do you know what time it is? It is that time of the year again to
choose your level of recognition for the upcoming
convention. Don't you want to go straight to your reserved table
with no hassle on Saturday Gala Night event? On August 13th Gala Night, the premium table will be reserved for you and your
group by the time you get there. All you need to do is visit AKISAN
website - www.Akisan.org and follow the link to choose your level
of recognition. The recognition package information is hereby
attached for your review and action. We urge everybody to act now
as we only have four more weeks before the convention. If you
have any questions, please contact the Fundraising Committee
Chairman - Akparawa Isong Ekpenyong at Ekpenyong
_2000@yahoo.com or (586) 907-0119. It is okay share this
information with your chapter members, friends and all Non-Akisan
Organizations that you know. Thank you for your support.

On behalf of AKISAN Jacksonville chapter in Florida, AKISAN National
Secretariat is proud to inform you that a member of Jacksonville
chapter by the name of Etebom Raymond Inyang has been voted as a
clan head of Awa Ndon in Onna Local Government Area of Akwa Ibom
State. His coronation ceremony will take place on July 30, 2016 back
home in Akwa Ibom State. This is a great milestone for Mr. Ray Inyang
and we congratulate him for this accomplishment. If you wish to send
a congratulatory message to him, please contact Jacksonville chapter
president- Ms. Usoro Noah at (614) 946-1417 for more
information. Thank you.
Regards,
Victoria Emiang, National PRO

Regards,
Victoria Emiang, National PRO
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AN ADDRESS TO THE AKISAN ANNUAL CONVENTION HELD ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 12, 2016.
By John James Etim, National President, Akwa Ibom State Association of Nigeria USA, Inc

. Akwa Ibom Isongo oh! Ibibio Isongo oh! Annang Mma! Offot Isongo oh!

Ibesikpo Asutan isim ayara enang Isongo oh! Ojei Ojei Ojei badi akpakup
Oro! Ojei Ojei Ojei bab Uruan, Eket idiodiong oh! Ibeno Itighi! Abasi
Ulok Ulok aye! Ikot Abasi Ino oh! Kokokokoko Ukpabio, Iyayo!

Your Excellency, The Executive Governor of Akwa Ibom State of Nigeria,
Mr. Udom Emmanuel, distinguished ladies and gentlemen. All Protocols
observed. Welcome again to Philadelphia and welcome to the 29th Annual
Convention of Akwa Ibom State Association of Nigeria USA Inc.!!

our people.
My dear AKISAN family, I thank you for a golden
opportunity to serve as a leader of one of the most
prestigious socio-cultural groups in the world. I thank
the government of Akwa Ibom state of Nigeria, under
the skillfully focused leadership of His Excellency, Mr.
Udom Emmanuel, for being our greatest supporter for
the past decade. Sincere thanks to all our benefactors,
associates, and friends who have contributed to make
our existence as a purposeful association possible and
impactful.
For the past 24 months, we have been on a challenging
but fulfilling journey, together. The Philadelphia team
has enjoyed your support as we shoulder the
administrative responsibilities that you gave us, making
various strides, and actually achieving many set goals.
In addition to community services in Houston, TX,
Detroit, MI, and Chicago, IL, AKISAN has planned and
executed some key projects. These include a 1st ever 3site medical mission, the provision of medical
equipment worth almost half a million dollars to an
ailing health institution in Akwa Ibom State, and the
award of scholarships to our young people.
May I proudly highlight a continuous enhancement of
the relationships between AKISAN and its affiliates. In
house, the comradeship between the Board of Trustees
and National Executive committee reigns strong.
Externally, the relationship between AKISAN and
Akwa Ibom State Government (AKSG) has continued
to improve. This trend has led to the appointment of the
MD Ibom Power, Chairman Akwa Ibom Investment
Corp, SSA Diaspora Affairs, and other ancillary
personnel. The Unity and Consultative Committee
communicates with groups formed by US based Akwa
Ibom citizens, and informs AKISAN of their interests
and aspirations, as we build a stronger union for serving
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AKISAN is growing. While we are having new chapters
like Indiana joining the fold, there are previously
existing chapters like Tennessee, San Francisco, and Las
Vegas that have been revived. Chapters and the National
Executive share information and ideas regularly during
monthly teleconferences, which provide a functional
communication tool, complimented by social media and
relevant communication apps.
Today, AKISAN youths are better organized under a
central leadership. These young people organize image
building projects on behalf of AKISAN, including
neighborhood beautification, mentoring, and a recent
adoption of a highway in honor of my late wife and
AKISAN 1st Lady.
In closing, I want to thank my team, the outgoing
AKISAN national executives, for your labor of love and
sacrifices. I thank the BOT and council for their dutiful
efforts, and AKISAN members for sustaining the
organization. In a special way, I thank the AKSG for
being such a steadfast and dependable benefactor. As
our 2-year tenure ends, the AKISAN journey continues.
Let’s be conscious of our community needs and utilize
available resources to meet them. Encourage Akwa
Ibom citizens to participate by becoming members of
their local chapters, and find donors for our projects and
programs.
‘ASK NOT WHAT YOUR COUNTRY CAN DO FOR
YOU; ASK WHAT YOU CAN DO FOR YOUR
COUNTRY’ JFK 1961.
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Commentary: Your stories are the stories of our community.
By Sebastian C. Ikpe

In

my previous and short article
in the August 2015 edition of
this magazine I touched
perfunctorily on the import of
the birth of Mbuk Akwa Ibom
and indeed its predecessor
Searchlight magazine. It is a
fulfillment of the need to
make our community more
accessible to the exchange,
consumption and delivery of
information. We have stepped
our foot forward in this
publishing endeavor knowing
full well that our larger
community will benefit from
it. It does not matter how
much (quantitatively) but it
does matter qualitatively.
We have long suffered the
known conviction that the
stories of our community in
the U.S are not being told
enough. The stories of
triumph, of struggling, of birth
of our children, and the
passing on of our loved ones,
of successes and failures, of
trials and tribulations and, oh
yes, the stories of our sweet
victories. Individually we
know these stories because
either we or someone we
know had the experience.

matters written hundreds of years ago. They tell us what happened a long time ago. In
America where we have come to live, nobody outside our community knows us. It
does not matter what we have, or where we live. The system primarily recognizes us
only as a set of numbers, called social security number, after which our name and other
demographic variables are added. The society is blind to our existence except when we
engage in a conversation with people outside our community. This question always
somehow finds its way into the conversation, “where are you from? I’d say “Philly
” The next word would be “originally?” “Originally” is often used as a subliminal
message to tell us, “We know you are not from here”
So it is necessary that we must do what we can to document our own existence not as a
number but as real people who have a rich language, history, culture and traditions that
are unique only to us. We must teach our children about who we are and inculcate in
them the pride of being Akwa Ibomites. They must know that our names have
meanings, often associated with events in our lives. So they are not just mere words
coined for the primary purpose of identification. We should tell our children that back
at home you are known by your names because.
The other aspect is written documentation of the events in our community that will
survive the immediacy of today’s knowledge. Because we can pass it on to our
community, pass it down to our loved ones or pass it out to other communities to tell
them the stories of our community. A written documentation is a very powerful and
potent learning and historical tool.
Taken as a whole these are the stories of our community told by and about us in a far
away land where we have chosen to make our home however temporary or permanent it
might be. Mbuk Akwa Ibom is the vessel for this journey. Join and support us as we
tell your stories, the stories of our community.

Told in the proper context and
medium these stories can
provide powerful inspirations
for others with similar
experiences. We want to tell
and catalog these stories of
our community not just for
today but for history and
posterity.
Today the internet is replete
with books, magazines,
newspapers and other printed
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No Comment

We are
always
looking for
news about
Akwa Ibom.
Keep us in
the loop.
Email us at
humanity2@
gmail.com
Please put
“Mbuk Akwa
Ibom” in the
subject line.
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Matters Arising: Where are those 3 AKISAN Soccer trophies?
By Sebastian C. Ikpe

AKISAN, a forward
looking and a good community
citizen has executed many projects,
some successful some not so
much, to contribute to, in its small
way, the success of our state. The
book, dialysis machine, and
scholarship projects all the way to
the new Medical Mission that just
concluded successfully earlier this
year in Akwa Ibom are prime
examples of our efforts. Great
efforts indeed, I might add.
But what happens when
government asked for help as in

“Come, let us build together” and get
answered but failed to act to support
the effort? We fail to realize the fruits
of our labor. One such effort that has
failed to materialize is the Soccer
competition project executed in 2008
for Secondary Schools in Akwa Ibom.
Three giant cups were donated to the
state government and received by then
commissioner of Youth and Sports in
2008. Today, no competition has been
organized and the whereabouts of
those cups are unknown. Akwa Ibom
children who were to benefit from our
project have seen no such benefit so
our money and effort might have been

Below is the original article published in Pioneer Newspapers.

thoroughly wasted. How many of our
children could have been employed
today playing soccer? How much
money would our association have put
into the economy of our State?
AKISAN should inquire from
the state government what happened to
our cups. In 8 years this project could
have been a great equalizer in the lives
of our unemployed youths. It could
still be if and only if this project is put
back on track towards a successful
execution. Let’s help our youths
Below is excerpt of governor
Udom Emmanuel’s recent interview
on youth sports in Akwa Ibom State.
Take for example
right now, I set up a
target that Akwa Ibom in the next
seven years, if you
have 11 players on
the football field, I
must produce four to
five of the first
eleven," he said in
reference to the
administration's
plans for sports
development.
"That is not
something I can
come and start
openly discussing
with anybody. I am
saying that in every
athletic event in this
country, I must have
an Akwa- Ibomite
there. That is why
you today, have a JSS
student, and he is
running for Nigeria in
200 meters. We
picked her from the
village and trained
her in our stadium.

"So today what we are doing is that in 10 Federal Constituencies, you see some football pitches that can compete with that
anywhere in the world. What is the difference between Serena Williams and a girl from my village? It is her exposure to facilities.
"In those days we used to hear of Ekarika, Friday Ekpo, Etim Esin, so we don't have to lose sight of those things. So we are rolling
these things back, most of these things, you won't see them to read. So in the next seven years, we are coming with something that
you can say we want to catch them young. VANGUARD OPINION, MAY 7, 2016 By Emmanuel Aziken
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"By September, we would start the Talent Hunt, at least, one of the centres is ready. The other ones would be ready before September.
So in 10 Federal Constituencies, we would start that and nothing is stopping me. "Even today, even the little we are doing, look at

Chief priest cuts daughter in 2 while
fighting wife
On August 2, 201612:00 am In News Comments
By Tom Moses
UYO—A 30-year-old chief priest, Mr. Eno Akpan, who
slashed his two-year-old daughter in two, weekend, said he
had no intention of killing the baby, but that the mother
threw the child in the direction of his machete.
Mr. Akpan, the chief priest of Ikot Akpan Udo village, Ikot
Abasi Local Government Area of Akwa Ibom State, who was
paraded by the state Police Command after his arrest by
operatives of Special Armed-Robbery Squad, SARS, for taking
the life of his two-year-old daughter, said he was annoyed
that his wife returned home late from where she went to sell
seafood.
According to Akpan, he had given his wife seafood to go and
sell that Saturday morning and bring money for them to buy
food, only for her to return home at about 10p.m.
He said: “I was annoyed when she came back past 10p.m.
and could not give any convincing reason why she stayed
that long. I brought out my machete and merely threatened
her with it. But she quickly threw the child in the direction of
the machete and it slashed the baby into two. “I regret what
has happened because I had no intention of killing my
daughter.”
The Akwa Ibom State Police Public Relations Officer, Delia
Nwawe, who paraded the chief priest on behalf of the
Commissioner of Police, Mr. Murtala Mani, at the
headquarters, Ikot Akpan Abia, Uyo, yesterday, said the
suspect would be charged to court for the law to determine
whether he had any right to take life of anybody or not.
Read more at: http://www.vanguardngr.com/2016/08/chiefpriest-cuts-daughter-2-fighting-wife/

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOCEMENT
COME CELEBRATE WITH UBIUM IN USA,
Saturday, July 9, 2016
th
The 15 Annual National Convention Charity
Dinner of Ubium Development Association in USA (UDA)
provides an opportunity for members of the Ubium
Diaspora to network with accomplished professionals from
all over the world and to celebrate their heritage and
culture, while honoring those that support their mission.
As our a reminder to our invited and distinguished
guests, come and enjoy gourmet foods and entertainment
on Saturday, July 9, 2016 at the Newark Liberty
International Airport Marriot, 1 Hotel Rd, Newark, NJ
07114, starting at 6pm Eastern Standard Time.
The event is expected to hold under the
chairmanship of Distinguished Senator Effiong Dickson Bob,
Pro-Chancellor and Chairman of the Governing Council,
University of Benin, Benin City, Nigeria.
The distinguished keynote speaker, Engineer Ini
Ekong Charles Udonwa, Thome Offshore Shipping
Management Pte, Singapore, is expected to address guests
during the dinner.
Ubium Development Association in USA (UDA) is a
501 (C) 3 non-profit charitable organization.
The mission of UDA is to foster support for
programs and services aimed at promoting community
development, enhancing optimal development, and
facilitating access to basic services in under-served rural
communities.
Proceeds from the 2014 National Convention
Dinner, coupled with counterpart funding, supported the
completion of provision of safe drinking water to five
remaining locations in 19 designated communities that
previously lacked access, and entrepreneurial training for
87 micro-credit beneficiaries under the first phase of UDA
Community Empowerment Program (UCEP)
Contact Us
Ubium Development Association USA, Inc.
P. O. Box 1370
New York, NY 10276
info@ubiumusa.org

Congratulations to Mr. John James Etim
(National President) and the AKISAN
Executive Committee for a successful and
impactful 2 year tenure. Thank you for the
scholarships, medical mission, medical
equipment, and other programs and projects
you have executed in Akwa Ibom State of
Nigeria. May God bless you all.
Peter Ime Okon (08025265312)
Samphil Trucking & Equipment LTD, Uyo
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Samantha Nkanta Wins 2015 Miss Akwa Ibom USA
Reports on her activities and accomplishments

sustenance.
On December 25th, 2015, I
had the honor of having lunch and
dinner at Governor Udom
Emmanuel’s beautiful village home
in Onna with Her Excellency, Mrs.
Martha Udom Emmanuel.
Overall, I spent significant
amount of time during my tenure to
raise awareness about Akwa Ibom
State within USA. Between
September 2015 and January 2016, I
sourced for and collected hundreds of
children-reading books and thousands
of prescription glasses from various
non-profit organizations in the U.S. to
give away in Akwa Ibom State. I
paid for transportation of these items
to Akwa Ibom State and distributed
Activities and Accomplishments

My first official trip as Miss Akwa
Ibom USA was in September 2015 to
Nigeria for Akwa Ibom Day. I was
very eager to be “on ground”, to assess
the problems at home, to see where l
can effectively assist and start planning
for my next trip and how and where I
can be a part of the solution to help
Akwa Ibom people.
On September 21st, 2015, I
participated in the official inauguration
of Family Empowerment & Youth
Reorientation Programme (FEYREP),
which is a pet project of Her
Excellency, Mrs. Martha Udom
Emmanuel, the First Lady and wife of
the Governor of Akwa Ibom State,
Udom Gabriel Emmanuel. This took
place in Uyo, Akwa Ibom State,
Nigeria
On September 22nd, 2015, I
was honored to be a part of the
unveiling of St. Luke’s Hospital

Renovation and Expansion Project, at Anua,
Uyo, Akwa Ibom State, Nigeria
Thereafter, I participated in the
planning of Akwa Ibom State’s DAKKADA
project in Banquet Hall
On September 23rd, 2015, I participated in the
official launching of DAKKADA Spiritual
Rebirth, Moral Transformation & ReOrientation Campaign at the Godswill
Akpabio International Stadium, Uyo, Akwa
Ibom State.

them, free of charge, to anyone who
needed them.
On February 27th, 2016, I
was invited to “The Spirit of Nigeria:
Celebrating Resilience” as Miss
Akwa Ibom USA in New Jersey,
where I was happy to meet Miss

th

On October 24 , 2015, I participated
in the Nigerian Independence Day Parade in

Africa USA.
In March 2016, I made my

Manhattan, New York, NY, where I was

third trip to Akwa Ibom State for the

invited to ride on the float during the parade

Medical Mission Project, to help

as the reigning Miss Akwa Ibom USA

patients and assist hospitals in need

Later in 2015, I planned and took

and under-supplied. I teamed up with

some Akisan Youth members on an

USA medically-trained professionals:

educational field trip to the Queens County

doctors, nurses, surgeons,
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farm Museum, where I had the youth go Farm

pharmacists, and medical technicians, assisting medically in the

Discovering & enjoying the brain teasing Corn Maze in

pharmacy, passing out medications, and counseling patients regarding

the farm at Little Neck Parkway Floral Park, New York

their conditions. I worked mostly with the team stationed at the

For Thanksgiving Holiday on November 26th,

General Hospital, Ikot Abasi, Akwa Ibom State, from March 14-18th,

2015. I partnered with a non-profit organization called

2016. I was in the Operating Room of the General Hospital working

God’s Love We Deliver. I recruited a few Akisan Youth

across Surgeons as a Surgical Technologist. I assisted in saving lives

members to volunteer with me. We packaged home

and that experience changed my life forever. Thousands of Akwa

cooked meals and hand delivered them to sick elders in

Ibomites were assisted and were provided with free healthcare

New York City, because they are lonely, without their

services, including medication and post-operative care. From the

family, and have no means to cook their own

smiles of those who received health services and true expression of

Thanksgiving meals. I am proud to say that we made a

gratitude and appreciation to everyone involved with the mission, I

difference one meal at a time. The experience was

feel blessed and thank God l was part of the team.

rewarding, fulfilling, and memorable. Being in the

After the Medical Mission, I went on to freely distribute

Michael Kors Building, we fought against the dual crisis

3,000 reading glasses, which I shipped from the U.S., to Akwa Ibom

of hunger and severe illness for the less fortunate and I

people suffering from bad eye sight.

did that as the reigning Miss Akwa Ibom USA here in
America.
During my second trip to Akwa Ibom state in
December 2015, I visited the Leprosy Hospital and the
experience was eye-opening and humbling for me. I saw

On May 28th, 2016, I represented Akwa Ibom State in the
Miss Nigeria USA pageant, held in New York City, and I won Miss
Nigeria USA, 1st Runner Up (Second position) out of 20 other young,
talented and beautiful Nigerian ladies.
Having visited and spending time with numerous young

first-hand that the hospitals and Akwa Ibom people are in

people during my different trips to Akwa Ibom State, my dream is to

desperate need for my March Medical Mission trip. The

stay in touch with the youth in Akwa Ibom State by developing a

Governor even agreed to change the hospital’s name to

matrix that will help them succeed in their educational and vocational

Communicable Disease Hospital. I also had the

endeavors. My hopes and dreams are to always stay current and

opportunity to talk to the pharmacist, nurses, doctors,

involved in healthcare services so that I can use my knowledge and

hospital manager, and resident medical students in their

skills to help the people of Akwa Ibom State.

laboratory. On December 22, 2015, I was honored to

I would like to thank all those (too many to list) who

meet with the Paramount Rulers of Akwa Ibom State in

supported me before and during my reign as Miss Akwa Ibom,

Etinan. On December 23rd, 2015, I was able to sit down

especially Her Excellency, Mrs. Martha Udom Emmanuel, and my

and speak to young orphan men about their future and the

mother, Martha Denis Udo-Inyang, who was my number one

power of education and vocational training. Out of 500

supporter, mentor, adviser, and sponsor. God bless Akwa Ibom.

applicants, 5 young orphanage males between the ages of
18-25 were chosen, as scholarship recipients, to discover
their vocational passion and redirect their future for self-
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2nd NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING IN CHICAGO, ILLINIOS
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PHOTOS FROM THE 2015 NATIONAL CONVENTION

Photos by Sebastian C. Ikpe
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Congratulations to AKISAN youth.

Ubong Ikpe, National Youth President

Elizabeth Ammazi, Vice President

Koko Ekong, Secretary

Anthony Ikotidem, PRO
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INI IKPE HANGING OUT WITH FORMER 76ers
AND NBA LEGEND, SIR CHARLES BARKLEY.

CONGRATULATIONS TO LUCAS ETIM

AKISAN HOUSTON CHAPTER
COMMUNITY SERVICE

Volunteer event at Walmart during the
council meeting in Houston

LUCAS ETIM GRADUATED FROM THE 'MAGNET PROGRAM'
AT NORTHEAST HIGH SCHOOL, WITH ADMISSION INTO THE
PRESTIGIOUS DREXEL ENGINEERING PROGRAM
Mbuk Akwa Ibom - August 2015 to August 2016
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National President’s Convention Farewell Message
Over the past several months, we sent out invitations electronically, via phone, and through print media to you all to
be guests at our 29th annual convention. The weekend of the 11th through 14th of August 2016 evidenced a huge
response to the invitations, as Akwa Ibom citizens and friends gave us another opportunity to host a great convention.
We thank you for sparing time to come and support us. Your kind presence is a source of encouragement to us, and
has given us the confidence to build a world class organization.
May God bless you, keep you, and direct your path. May he grant you journey mercies back to your destinations.
Sincerely
John Etim
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2016 DISTINGUED GRADUATES

Patrick Utin III on Signing Day with a full athletic
scholarship to play basketball for St. Gregory's University
in Oklahoma Patrick seated middle with Coach &Athletic
Director after signing.
Family members behind

The family of Mr & Mrs. Patrick Utin congratulates their
daughter LaRosa P. Utin on her graduation from Deer Creek
High School with a 4.0 GPA and will be attending the
University of Oklahoma.

Deidre Etim is flanked by her mother and father Felicitas
Okon and John Etim the AKISAN National President at her
graduation. Deidre received her BA degree in psychology from
La Salle University, Philadelphia, PA on Sunday, May 22, 2016

Center right: Ndifreke Ikpe is flanked and celebrated by her family
at her graduation. Photo shows from left to right: brother Ini Ikpe,
sister Unyime Ikpe-Duff, mother Grace Ikpe, father Sebastian Ikpe,
Ndi our proud graduate, sister Emem Ikpe-Fisher and brother
Ubong Ikpe the AKISAN National Youth President. Ndi received a
BA degree upon graduation. She is entering West Chester
University in the fall to study Mass Communications. Below right:
Ndifreke posed with her degree at graduation on Tuesday, June 21,
2016. Congratulations to Ndi and may God bless you.
Mbuk Akwa Ibom - August 2015 to August 2016
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Congratulations to our 2016 graduates.
Houston
Tracey Diane Udoh (Westside high sch)
Samuel Iredia (Sam Houston State University).
Itoroabasi Akpaudo (Elsik high sch)
Angnes Usoro (UTMB with MD)
Aniebiet Abasi BA. Electrical Engineering
Harvard University
Alice Patience Okpon (Yes Prep Academy), (HS).
Victoria Imaobong Okpon (Texas Tech
University, Major in Biology and Minor in
Psychology).
Oklahoma
Jannelle Mowarin, BSc Nutritional Science
Oklahoma State University
Blessing Ikpa, B Sc Criminology
University Of Oklahoma
LaRosa P. Utin, HS diploma.
Deer Creek Elementry School Edmond, OK
Admitted to the Univ. of Ok
Isuamfon William Williams, Associate Degree in
Science and Diversified Study
Oklahoma City Community College
Uduak William Williams, Ph D Nursing
Practice/Anesthesia
RUSH University, Chicago

Indianapolis
Mr. Justin C. Ndah,
Philadelpia
Ntiense Asuquo Inyang, BA
Global health and environment
UNC Chapel Hill. North Carolina
Ms EdidiongAbasi Okon B.Sc Howard University
Ms Deidre J. Etim BA. Psychology
LA Salle University
Ndifreke Grace Ikpe, BA degree
Central High school, Phila

THE AKISAN VOLUNTEER CORPS
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE MEMBERS
John James Etim; President
Anietie Andy; Vice President
EdemNtuk; Secretary
Inyang Inyang; Social Secretary
Ekamma Inyang; Treasurer
Victoria Emiang; P.R.O
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEMBERS
Itah Etim-Edet; Chairman,
Sonny Abia; Vice Chairman,
Obot Okoko; Secretary
Isong Ekpenyong; Treasurer,
John James Etim; Ex-Officio.
Monte Ekott, Edem Andy,
Uduakobong Ubon, Patrick Utin, Iyai Umoh,

LEGAL COUNSEL
David Essien, Esq
WEBMASTER
Itoro Akpan Iquot
MBUK AKWA IBOM
Sebastian C. Ikpe; Editor- in-Chief
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Patrick Utin, Building and Facilities
Michael Essien, Esq. Constitution Review
Philip Udo-Inyang, Convention Planning
Ibanga Ikpe, Cultural
Anietie Andy. Education/Scholarship
Asuquo Inyang, Medical Project
Eugene Okon, Publicity/Media
Philip Udo-inyang, Strategic Planning
Anietie Andy, Youth Affairs
Esin Samuel Essien, Unity/Consultative
AKISAN YOUTH WING
Ubong S. Ikpe, President
Elizabeth Akpan, Vice President
Koko Ekong, Secretary
Anthony Ikotidem, P.R.O

Evelyn Nkanga, High school
Lucas J. Etim, High school
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THE AKISAN VOLUNTEER CORPS:

OUR CHAPTER PRESIDENTS

1. Atlanta, Engr. Bassey Udosen

22. Massachusetts, Ikpongifono Umoren:

2. Austin, Dr. Ufot Umanah

23. Metro Detroit,Ime Ekpenyong, PhD

3. Central Ohio, Ms. Bassey Umoette

24. Metro Phoenix, Udeme Ekpenyong

4. Charlotte, North Carolina, Uwem Equan

25. Miami, Dr. Katherine Ntekim

5. Chesapeake, MD, Ekerebong Umoh

26. Minnesota, Ubong Usoro

6. Chicago, Ben Effiok

27. Nashville, Aniekan Etim

7. Columbia, S. C, Grace Inyangetor

28. New York, Eno Udo

8. Columbus, OH, Mr. Linda Umoh

29. Northern Illinois, Eno Inyang

9. Connecticut, Bassey Ekpenyong

30. Northern NJ, Ubong Ekwere

10. Dallas Metro, Henshaw Mbosowo

31. Oklahoma, William Williams

11. Daytona Beach, Mrs. Ima Jackson

32. Oregon, Effiong Okon, Sr.

12. Delaware/NJ, Mr. Udofia Udofia

33. Philadelphia, Emmanuel Akpan

13. Denver, Mr. Aniekan Ekiko

34. Research Triangle NC, Utibe Udoh

14. Dover, Delaware, Dr. Victor Udoh

35. Sacramento, Unwana Okon

15. Greater Baltimore,Emmanuel Ekop

36. San Diego, Engr. Mbong Ekiko

16. Greensboro, North Carolina: Info not available

37. San Francisco, Bassey Essien

17. Houston, Andy Akpan

38. Tampa, Solomon Usoro

18. Indiana, Camillus Inyang

39. Tyler, Anthony Umana

19. Jacksonville, Usoro Noah

40. Washington DC, Archibong Usoro

20. LA City, Dr. Tom Mbeke-Ekanem

41. Contact information is for official matters only.

21. Las Vegas, Peter Umoh

Portfolio

Chapter Assigned

Social Affairs

Connecticut

Welfare/Membership
Affairs

Los Angeles

Economic/Fiscal
Affairs

Atlanta

Education/Youth
Development

Chicago

Cultural Affairs

Miami

Information

Philadelphia

Beauty Pageant

Houston

BANK EXCHANGE RATES

NOTE: All vice Presidents with Portfolio should familiarize
themselves with Constitutional provisions on responsibilities
(see 2004 Constitution, Article VI, Section 4 (A,B,C,D,E,F),
pages 8-9).
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No Nigerian University made the list of top
1000 World Rankings in 2016

Naira crahes to N363/$1 at parallel market.

Culled from TV360 Nigeria website

No Nigerian university made the list of the world’s top
1,000 in the 2016 ranking of universities across the world
as released by Centre for World University Rankings
(CWUR) . Only nine Universities in Africa made the list. Five
from South Africa and four from Egypt.
For South Africa, the five universities and their rankings,
according to the CWUR, are: University of Witwatersrand,
176th; University of Cape Town, 265th; Stellenbosch
University, 329th; University of KwaZulu-Natal, 468th; and
the University of Pretoria, 697th. The four from Egypt are
Cairo University, 771st; Ain Shams University, 960th;
Mansoura University, 985th; and Alexandria University,
995th.
Harvard University, United States topped the list as the best
higher institution in the world, followed by Stanford
University, also in the US. Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, also in the US was named the third best in the
world.
Two universities in the United Kingdom, University of
Cambridge and the University of Oxford are ranked fourth
and fifth respectively. Five other American universities are
also ranked within the top 10 – they are Columbia University,
sixth position; University of California, Berkley, seventh;
University of Chicago, eighth; Princeton University, ninth;
and Yale University, 10th.
The U.S has a total number of 224 universities among the top
1,000, followed by China, with 90. Japan has 74, while the
United Kingdom has 65. Others are: Germany, 56; France, 48;
Italy, 48; Spain, 41; South Korea, 36; Canada, 32; Australia,
27.
No Nigerian university also made the list in 2015.
CWUR said it used eight objectives and robust indicators to
rank the world’s top 1,000 universities, and listed them as
follows: 1) Quality of Education, measured by the number of
a university’s alumni who have won major international
awards, prizes, and medals relative to the university’s size
[25%]
2) Alumni Employment, measured by the number of a
university’s alumni who have held CEO positions at the
world’s top companies relative to the university’s size [25%]
3) Quality of Faculty, measured by the number of academics
who have won major international awards, prizes, and
medals [25%] 4) Publications, measured by the number of
research papers appearing in reputable journals [5%] 5)
Influence, measured by the number of research papers
appearing in highly-influential journals [5%] 6)
Citations, measured by the number of highly-cited
research papers [5%] 7) Broad Impact, measured by
the university’s h-index [5%] 8) Patents, measured by
the number of international patent filings [5%]
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Nomso Obiajuru SOURCE: NAIJ.COM NEWS. Posted to
the web on 7/15/2016
The Nigerian currency, naira took a big tumble on Friday,
July 15, at both parallel and official markets.
The naira, which began trading at around 283/$1 at the interbank market on Thursday, July 14, depreciated to 284/$1
today, July 15.
At the Nigerian parallel market, the naira fell to its lowest
level since the start of the new foreign exchange regime,
trading at 363/$1, 392 to Euro and 465 to the Pound Sterling,
a Lagos based Bureau De Change operator told NAIJ.com.
“This is not the best of times for us as the dollar scarcity has
pushed most of my colleagues have been forced to change
their line of business.
“We are running out of dollar and until the CBN begins to sell
forex that is when we can support the economy.”
The president of the Association of Bureau De Change
Operators, Aminu Gwadabe, said the volatility at the parallel
market this week could be traced to the activities of currency
speculators.
Gwadabe said: “A huge amount of demand is going to the
parallel market. People can’t even get $1,000 for their
Personal Travel Allowance; banks said they didn’t have. I
think there is a need for the CBN to do something about the
forex distribution channel. I believe it is only the BDCs that
can do the distribution effectively.
“As much as possible, we want to be patriotic and work with
the regulators as BDC operators. The parallel market
operators are happy with this spike. It is high time the CBN
checkmated this spike. The BDCs can be empowered by giving
them access to the Diaspora remittances or the CBN
window.”
In 2016, the naira has lost 29.61% of its value on the official
market, following the decision of the Central Bank of Nigeria
(CBN) to allow for a floating foreign exchange regime.
However, the CBN remains optimistic that the naira would
eventually settle at 250 to the dollar at the interbank market.
The local currency has been on the downward swing
following a plunge in crude oil prices and a consequent
decline in Nigeria’s foreign reserves.

Update as of August 9, 2016
Interbank N316.48 to $1
Parallel (black) market in Lagos N398 to S1
(See Page 32 for current list of exchange rates)
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